ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The present invention provides a method of achieving selectively 
elasticized zones on nonwoven web substrates, such as may be suitable for the 
waistbands or leg cuffs of disposable absorbent pant garments, cuffs on sleeves of 
medical garments neck openings, or the elasticizing of any garment opening. A web, 
or webs, of nonwoven material which make up the substrate for the elasticized area 
are provided to be extendible in one or more directions of the material web at the time 
the elastic material is affixed to the substirate. The extendibility is provided through 
neck stretching of one or more of the webs. When the substrate is at a narrow, or 
necked dimension, the elastic material is affixed to the substrate thereby holding the 
substi-ate at its narrow dimension. If the elastic material is affixed in an untensioned 
state, a flat elastomeric cuff without gathering of the substrate may be had. If the 
elastic material is affixed to the substrate in a tensioned state, an elastomeric cuff with 
a gathering of the substrate may be had to allow for two-stage expansion via the 
gathers and the expansion of the substirate. After affixing the elastic material to the 
substrate, the substrate outside of the elasticized zone is allowed to resume its wider 
dimension through removal of necking tension, or is actively spread to a second wider 
dimension such as by mechanical intervention. The method is particularly suited for 
in-line machine direction assembling of nonwoven fabrics and garments where the 
necking force may be easily applied during processing. 
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